
 
  

Nevada 
3132;!Boovbm!Nbobhfsǃt!Sfqpsu 

Red Rock Canyon 
National Conservation Area  



1 

Map 

  



2 

Accomplishments  

In 2021 Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area celebrated many successes, 
despite the many challenges presented by COVID-19. Below are highlights from two 
programs. 

Wilderness 
This year Braydon Gaard, Wilderness Specialist for the BLM Southern Nevada District, 
conducted a minimum requirement analysis to investigate techniques for  managing 
visitor -use patterns while preserving wilderness character. This analysis looked at the 
Kraft Mountain Loop Trail and associated social trail s and offered solutions to address  
the issue.  Braydon also worked with climbing groups including the Access Fund and 
Southern Nevada Climbing Coalition, to develop a social trail restoration proposal.  

Wildlife  
In 2021, biologist Corey Lange conducted multiple wildlife surveys in the NCA, 
particularly for spring  snails at several springs. During those surveys he identified two 
invasive species that he has been working to eradicate: Western Mosquitofish at Red 
Spring and Decollate Snails at Willow Spring.  Corey has been nearly successful at 
removing Western Mosquitofish from Red Spring but removing Decollate Snails from 
Willow Spring has been a challenge as they are much more numerous and difficult  to 
find. With three planned workdays and numerous volunteer, Corey has been able to 
remove nearly 3,000 Decollate Snails, but many more remain. Corey also deployed two 
game cameras on water sources within the NCA to monitor wildlife use of these limited 
resources.  These game cameras obtained photos of uncommon and elusive species 
that most vi sitors to Red Rock never see such as Spotted Skunk, Ringtail Cat, and Gray 
Fox (see camera images below). Corey completed surveys for some species of insect 
that are only known to occur in Red Rock Canyon and discovered a potentially new 
species of scorpio n in Red Rock that lives in sandy areas along washes.   
 



3 

 
Spotted Skunk 

 

 
            Ringtail Cat 
 
 
 



4 
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Challenges 

Recreation Challenges 
There is increased interest and visitation to the Red Rock Canyon NCA.  That interest is 
focused in a few concentrated areas including the Scenic Drive and Calico Basin. 
Unauthorized social trails are being created and discovered almost constantly . Red 
Rock is developing several Recreation Area Management Plans (RAMPs) to address 
visitation, trail management/planning, and recreation demand .  Pending or planned 
RAMPs include Calico Basin, Harris Springs, Cottonwood Valley, La Madre Foothills.  A 
Climbing Management Plan is also being developed that will address climbing acces s, 
commercial use, trail  stabilization/delineation /rehabilitation , bolting, and conservation. 

Wilderness Challenges 
The Las Vegas area is growing on the west and northwest side of the city.  This growth 
will put the wildland -urban interface within close proximity to the La Madre Mountain 
Wilderness area.  There is already increased interest and visitation to the NCA, 
especially in the designated wilderness areas.  User created hiking paths are common 
and are a result of high visitor use. Mountain bikers and OHV users are causing illegal 
incursions and very large amounts of legal uses like hiking and horseback riding are 
causing serious resource damage in designated wilderness.   
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Currently, there is no official Climbing Management Plan for Red Rock.  This use is large 
and has been increasing dramatically. Impacts to wilderness character include native 
vegetation damage, installation of bolts, and social trail proliferation.  These impacts 
will likely continue until the Climbing Management Plan is developed and implemented. 
 
Additional challenges include commercial use in wilderness occurring without a needs 
assessment or adequate analysis being completed, habitat fragmentation occur ring 
near the NCA due to wildland-urban interface growing  and visitor use in the NCA 
expanding to areas previously not utilized for recreation.    

Sfe!Spdl!Dbozpo!Wjtjupsǃt!Dfoufs!Jogsbtusvduvsf!Dibmmfohft 
Bt!uif!jogsbtusvduvsf!bu!uif!Wjtjupsǃt!Dfnter ages, maintenance issues are increasing.  
BLM Engineering and Maintenance staff work regularly to address these issues to keep 
the area open, safe and running. 
 
Water to the Visitor Center and Administrative building was shut down following a 
critica l failure of the original well  head from  2016.  Since then, water has been trucked 
to the Red Rock Visitor Center while BLM worked to update the well.  The siteǃt water 
system underwent a certification process through the State of Nevada Division of 
Environmental Protection, Bureau of Safe Drinking Water (BSDW).  Since then, BLM has 
implemented a complete well  head replacement and constructed a new pump house.  
BSDW issued the new permit at the end of calendar year 2021, and the system is 
currently partiall y operational supplying water to the Red Rock Fee Station.  Water 
tvqqmz!up!uif!sftu!pg!uif!Wjtjupsǃt!Dfoufs!dpnqmfy!ibt!opu!zfu!cffo!sftupsfe-!qfoejoh!uif!
construction completion of new water distribution line s.   
 
BLM Engineers and Maintenance continue to tackle other infrastructure challenges 
identified in 2021 but not yet funded for repair.  These include fixing a broken drain line 
gspn!b!kbojupsǃt!dmptfu!jo!pof!pg!uif!sftusppnt!up!sfqmbdjoh!uif!pme!tfqujd!tztufn!xijdi!
supports the Fee Station.  Planning is underway for both. 
 
 
 

Partnerships 

 
Red Rock Canyon National Conservation Area has many long standing and fruitful  
partnerships with local organizations and agencies .  

Friend of Red Rock Canyon (FORRC) 
FORRCǃt!njttjpo!jt!uif!qsftfswbujpo-!protection , and enrichment of RRCNCA.  FORRC 
mobilizes and supports more than 300 volunteers annually who complete  trail 
maintenance, cleanup days-!hsbggjuj!sfnpwbm-!tubggjoh!uif!Wjtjups!Dfoufsǃt!jogpsnbujpo!
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desk, documenting, protecting and monitoring wil dlife, removing invasive species, 
building fences, repairing boardwalks, striping parking lots, painting facilities , and 
preserving and maintaining Native American cultural sites. In addition, FORRC supports 
and manages youth-focused programming including the Outdoor Adventures program 
and Title I school field trips to RRCNCA. Its members donate an impressive 22,000 
hours of their time on average -- the equivalent of 13 full -time employees and valued at 
more than $500,000. 

Southern Nevada Conservancy (SNC) 
For over 30 years, SNC has been providing expert, cost-effective services and programs 
uibu!foibodf!uif!wjtjups!fyqfsjfodf!bu!SSDODB/!!!Uif!njttjpo!pg!uif!TOD!jt!ǆup!foibodf!
the recreational, educational and interpretive programs of the Bureau of Land 
Management, and other governmental agencies, by providing materials and services to 
the public which promote an understanding and appreciation of the natural history, 
cultural history and sciences of Southern Nevada and specifically, Red Rock Canyon 
National Cpotfswbujpo!Bsfb/Ǉ!Uijt!jt!epof!uispvhi!joufsqsfubujpo!boe!fevdbujpo-!sfubjm!
sales, fee station staffing, and professional and financial support. SNC provide s 
interpretation & education at the Visitor Center, in the field, and in local school 
classrooms.  SNC provides professional and financial support through the design and 
purchase of interpretive signs, aiding in planning costs, and engaging in trail 
development and maintenance among other projects.  SNC also operates the Elements 
retail gift shop inside  the Visitor Center. All net proceeds from purchases support a 
wide variety of programs and activities at RRCNCA.   Through an assistance agreement 
with the BLM, SNC also staffs the entrance station to RRCNCA. 

Southern Nevada Mountain Bike Association (SNM BA) 
SNMBA has helped BLM develop a sustainable approach to mountain biking 
management in Calico Basin. SNMBA will also be integral to the success of the 
Cottonwood Valley RAMP.    

Southern Nevada Climbers Coalition  
The Southern Nevada Climbers Coalition continues to be an active partner and has 
engaged with trail restoration, delineation, and cleanup, as well as spearheading the 
WAG bag human waste containment program at Red Rock.   

Nevada Department of Wildlife (NDOW) 
Coordination with NDOW has helped inform recreation management decisions and 
direction in the Cottonwood Valley and Calico Basin RAMP projects.  NDOW also 
partners with BLM on wilderness area management planning and implementation.   

Back Country Horsemen 
The Back Country Horsemen is a national non-profit organization whose members are 
dedicated to keeping trails open to pack and saddle stock on our public lands. Their 
local chapter partners with BLM at RRCNCA to build, maintain, and protect wilderness 
and recreational trails for all  users.   



7 

Events 

November 20-21 marked the second annual Red Rock Rehab event. Volunteers came 
out to support the Southern Nevada Climbers Coalition and Red Rock Canyon staff in 
cleaning up Calico Basin of trash, dog waste, graffiti, and doing trail work to restore trail 
braids, redundant user created trails, and delineate the designated trails at the Kraft 
boulders. Red Rock Canyon NCA also is host to many permitted events and outfitters 
every year.  Uses include climbing, weddings, OHV tours, bike tours, hiking tours and 
many others.  These types of uses help to connect people to the landscape who might 
not have the knowledge or means to do it on their own.   

         
Kraft boulders trail restoration -BEFORE         Kraft boulders trail restoration -AFTER 
 


